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Heviiiny Frotection of British iiationals in Jerusalem 
Number %8997/1260/31 | Consular district. 
Refers BMSO telegram Noe213 of 26the June (rptd. 
TELEGRAM FROM to Haifa Noe6. - B8751/1260/31). 
Sir He Dow, JERUSALEM. There are no British officials in Jerusalem not on 
No. the Consular staff, which numbers about 65 Gives 


TOP SECRET. estimated numbers of non-officials resident in 
Dated 10 7e48 the Consular district. 
ees Summarises plans for protection and/or evacuation 
in Registry >» 048 | of British nationals in case of emergency. 


Repeate.. to Haifa. 
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Jerusalem telegram to Foreign Orfice No, 222, 
- Qe 


that the only ractor to be relied upon for external 
defence of our perimeter is a request for official 
rotection from Ge facto authority in this are 
hus if Arab pera attempted to attack a5 (6, A 
as a result of 3ritish recognition of Jewish State 
I should request protection from the ‘rab Legion 
supposing they were still here. If, as seems not un- 
ikely, Jews occupy this area at the end of the 
truce (or by a surprise attack before official end 
of the truce) I would immediately request Jewish 
Agency and local Haganah Commander for protection 
against the Stern group and I,Z.1L. ency have 
ready held forth Stern group as a "bogey" to memo-rs 
of my staff Who have Wished to circulate in Jewish 
area Of Jerusalem and would I think find it 
difficult to refuse some sort of protection, I do 
not suprose we could rely entirely on this protection 
but I draw some encouragement from the thought that the 
JeWs would undoubtedly like recognition for their 
State from His Majesty's Government and therefore 
should be keen to show that they could protect a 
British Mission, If protection were not accorded 
or Were not effective We shoul not I fear survive 
very long, iverything depends on whether present 
truce in Jerusalem is prolonged or not. If it is 
not prolonged, the situation for all the staff will 
immediately become serious and mav be irremediable, 


6, Svacuation can be undertaken to Amman so 
long as the Arabs occupy our area, If the Jews 
encroach on this area, evacuation would be difficult 
and weuld have to be on Haifa unless We could make 
other arrangement through the Red Cross, 


7. United States Consulate have advised all 
United States citizens to leave Palestine and are 
attempting to compile a register of those remaining, 
They reckon at present that citizens in all Palestine 
are category (a) about 80 (b) 500 and (c) 3,500 to 4000, 
In existing circumstances it would be difficult te ce- 
erdinate evacuation of category (a) British subjects 
and United States citizens in Jerusalem since most 
British subjects are en Arab side ef the line and nest 
Americans on JeWish, It requires special permission 
from Arabs and JeWs te cress the lines even during 
the truce and this is net ot accerded te anyene 
save efficials, United States citizens frem Jewish 
Jerusalem ceuld pees be best evacuated te Tel 
Aviv er Haifa unless reads either at 3ab al jad er 
between Tul Karem and Nathaniyi are under Arab 
centrel, In that event they weuld prebably have te 
make arrancements with the Red Cress te evacuate te 
Arab side ef the city and thence te Amman, It is quite 


/likely that it 





Jerusalem telegram to Foreign Office No, 222, 


«$= 
likely that it will be impossible for either ourselves 
or the Americans to evacuate from Jerusalem, 


Foreign Office please pass to Haifa as 
my telegram No.18, 


[Repeated to Haifa, ] 
[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat. ] 
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Your telegram No. 222 fof lst. July]. 
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rather less difficult so long as the area is 
controlled by the Arabs. On the other hand if 
it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems 
probable that you would find the I.Z.L. 
relatively more powerful than they are in 
Haifa. 

2. You should put into effect the measures 
suggested in my telegram under reference to 
Haifa so far as they are applicable in 
Jerusalen. It seems possible that Jewish 

He thot phaoll fi ple > 

conyuest of your distric y w e increasing the 
risk that you would need American assistance, 
would also make it easier for you to maintain 
contact with your U.S. colleague. 
3. please inform me at once of any change 
in the situation which in your view increases 


t 
the danger ak your staff and yourself. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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Repeated to Haifa No.282. 
BeMeEOe NOo745~ 
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Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No,361 of 8th July, 
repeated for ormation to Haifa-and B.ki.h.0. 
Your telegram No.222 [of lst July]. 


Please see my telegram No.26% to Haifa. 


I assume that your situation will be rather less difficult 
so long as the area is controlled by the Arabs. On the other 
hand if it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems probable 
that you would find the I.Z.L. relatively more powerful than 
they are in Haifa, 


2. You should put into effect the messures sugzested 
in my telegram under reference to Haifa so far as they are 
applicable in Jerusslem. It seems possible that Jewish 
conquest of your district, if that should take place, while 
increasing the risk that you would need American assistance, 
would also make it easier for you to maintain contact with 
your United States colleague, 


3. Please inform m@ at once of any change 


in the situation which in your view increases the casanger 
to your staff and yourself, 
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